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 The SWCD board meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month at 3pm 
located at the USDA service center in Ortonville, MN.             



Living snow fences are linear plant-
ings of multiple rows of trees or 
shrubs established for environ-
mental purposes such as managing 
snow, providing living screens, and 
enhancing wildlife habitat. Living 
snow fences intercept snow and 
dust to protect roads, lanes, rail-
roads, etc. and also provide travel 
corridors, nesting sites, food, and 
escape cover for many wildlife spe-
cies. 

How does it work?
Drift-free roads are achievable 
through proper road design and 

snow fences. A suitably designed 
roadway will promote snow depo-
sition in ditches rather than on the 
roadway, and blowing snow that 
does reach the road will move 
across without drifting. Snow fenc-
es can also help maintain clear 
roadways by capturing blowing 
snow upwind of a problem area 
and storing that snow over the 
winter season. Blowing and drift-
ing snow on roadways are major 
transportation safety and mobility 
concerns, causing accidents and 
requiring expensive winter road-
way maintenance. Roads protect-

WHAT IS A LIVING SNOW FENCE?
ed by living snow fences report 
fewer accidents and lower snow 
removal costs. Livestock feeding 
costs and home heating costs are 
also reduced when protected by 
living snow fences.

What are the benefits?
 • Prevent big snow 
drifts that lead to stranded motor-
ists
 • Improve driver vis-
ibility and reduce vehicle accidents
 • Reduce use of 
public money by reducing plow 
time
 • Lessen our impact 
on the environment with less salt 
use, fewer truck trips and less fuel 
consumption
 • Reduce shipping 
delays for goods and services
 • Increase crop 
yields by 10 percent or more
 • Control soil ero-
sion and reduce spring flooding
 • Serve as visual 
clues to help drivers find their way
 • Shows farmer 
leadership and community service

Temporary Solution
The Minnesota Department of 

Transportation (MnDOT) operates 
a program that pays landowners in 
identified problem areas to plant 
living snow fences consisting of 
trees and/or shrubs or leave stand-
ing corn rows to reduce the volume 
of snow blowing or drifting onto 
roadways. Standing corn rows can 
also act as a windbreak. LSFs im-
prove driver visibility, road surface 
conditions and have the potential 
to reduce accidents, snow remov-
al costs and equipment emissions 
while increasing motorist mobility. 
MnDOT traffic safety data suggest 
that using LSFs can reduce snow 
and ice-related accidents. 
 
Permanent Solution – 
A Living Snow Fence enrolled in 
the Conservation Reserve Program 
gives you annual foregone income 
payments and cost share assis-
tance to establish the necessary 
shrubs and grasses to reduce wind 
impacts, and properly catch drift-
ing snow.  Stop in to the USDA of-
fice in Ortonville, MN today to do 
your part in Big Stone county con-
servation.  We can help sign you 
up today!  http://snowcontroltools.
umn.edu/

Minnesota has a fairly new oppor-
tunity available to unite landown-
ers and outdoorsmen taking place 
throughout the entire state. The 
Walk-In-Access program, admin-
istered by the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, leases 
private hunting land from a land-
owner and opens it up to the gen-
eral public hunting. This brings op-
portunities for the public to have 
more acres available to hunt. The 
public that wishes to hunt on these 
lands will be required to purchase 
an extra license from the same 
vendors that they receive their oth-
er hunting or fishing licenses from. 
Money brought in from these li-
censes and other donations help 
fund the program, and ensure the 
ethical outdoorsmen are the ones 
entering your land. The acres en-
rolled will have the same regula-
tions as any other state or federal 
public land, and will be enforced 
by the DNR Conservation Officers. 
MN statutes also provide extra li-
ability protection for landowners 
with WIA acres so you can rest as-
sured.

Landowners will receive a fair an-
nual payment for each acre of land 
enrolled. Typically, lands enrolled 
in CRP, RIM, CREP, natural cover 
or woodland can be enrolled into 
WIA. Areas will be open in Septem-
ber and run through the following 
Spring turkey season in May.  The 
DNR will place signs around the 
boundary and have them marked 
for the length of the contract. 
Contracts are at least 1 year in 
length and can be re-enrolled for 
multiple years.  WIA is present in 
35 counties of MN covering over 
21,000 acres. Currently, Big Stone 
County has 3 active WIA parcels 
totaling 480 acres, and could use 
more to provide additional hunt-
ing opportunities.  More attractive 
WIA acres will attract more ethical 
hunters, and give local businesses 
an increase in revenue.

If you want to do your part in con-
servation and ensure a continued 
economic growth, enroll in WIA 
today! Your local Soil and Water 
Conservation District can help get 

Walk In Access = 
Open Your Land to Ethical Sportsmen

you enrolled for next year, and has 
atlases available showing maps of 
other public hunting opportuni-

ties.  For more information stop in 
our office, or visit WIA’s website at 
www.mndnr.gov/walkin.

Become an Earth Team Volunteer
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Financial Benefit For Landowners 
With CRP Grasslands

If you are interested in receiving the SWCD newsletter on a yearly basis, 
please contact their office to be placed on their newsletter e-mail list.



Minnesota has many natural re-
sources with plant communities 
ranging from native prairie to thick 
forests, and over 550 species of 
wildlife. However, the impacts of 
agricultural practices, urban de-
velopment, invasive species, and 
climate change are increasingly 
degrading and destroying wild-
life habitat, causing a decline in 
some wildlife populations.  This 
threatens Minnesota’s sustainabil-
ity of natural resources. There are 
78 species of wildlife in Minneso-
ta currently listed as endangered, 
threatened or of special concern. 
Over 75% of Minnesota is privately 
owned, meaning landowners will 

be the ones to sustain these re-
sources. By being active stewards 
you are not only protecting wild-
life, but protecting the air, water, 
and livelihood of what it means to 
be from the Midwest.   
The goal of the Working Lands Ini-
tiative (WLI) is to strategically in-
fluence protection, enhancement, 
and restoration of wildlife habi-
tat on private land, and integrate 
wildlife habitat management on 
public and private lands.  The work 
that is completed through the WLI 
granting can be almost anything 
you would like to get done on your 
property to enhance the quality of 
habitat.  Work completed in the 

Working Lands for Working People
past has included; upgrading na-
tive grass & wildflower seed plant-
ings, prescribed burns on native 
prairie and other valuable lands, 
removal of invasive trees, fencing 
grassland for prescribed grazing, 
setting up watering systems in 
pastures, education events to pro-
mote stewardship and providing 
incentive payments to install habi-
tat management practices that im-
prove soil, water, and wildlife. 
For the past seven years the Big 
Stone area has enhanced thou-
sands of acres each year through 
the WLI partnership.  If you have 
been thinking about enhancing 
your pasture, native prairie, CRP 

contract, conservation easement 
or other areas of concern this may 
be the opportunity you have been 
looking for to learn, understand, 
appreciate and manage the na-
tive habitats and wildlife that oc-
cur on your land. For assistance 
in completing projects that most 
effectively benefit your landscape, 
contact your local Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) and 
ask how the Working Lands pro-
gram can help you. Being a good 
steward is a lifelong endeavor and 
the outcome is appreciated for 
generations!

Are you interested in natural re-
sources or learning more about 
conservation?  Then Earth Team 
volunteer program may be of in-
terest to you. The Earth Team 
volunteer program offers many 
opportunities for people who are 
interested in volunteering to im-
prove the nation’s natural resourc-
es by working with staff through 
the USDA-Natural Resources Con-
servation Service. NRCS works 
with private landowners to im-
prove soil quality, conserve water, 
improve air quality and enhance 
wildlife habitat. Earth Team volun-
teers work side-by-side with con-
servation professionals and are an 

integral part of the conservation 
partnership.
The Earth Team Program began 
in 1985 as a way for individuals 
to work with natural resources. 
The program offers many oppor-
tunities to individuals age 14 and 
older who are interested in vol-
unteering to improve the nation’s 
natural resources. It can also be a 
wonderful opportunity for youth 
to gain knowledge about career 
opportunities in natural resources. 
Volunteers can work part-time or 
full-time, work outdoors or inside 
a local NRCS office, individually or 
as a group.

Become an Earth Team Volunteer
The Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service is currently looking for 
volunteers to be rain gauge mon-
itors in Big Stone County. If you 
enjoy monitoring the weather and 
particularly precipitation events 
then this may be an opportunity 
for you. The rain gauge program 
is very important. Throughout Big 
Stone County volunteers present-
ly monitor rain gauges and report 
the data to the State Climatologist 
electronically or by turning in log 
sheets to the USDA Service Cen-
ter. The county needs more vol-
unteers to ensure that the data is 
being collected throughout the 
county. Volunteers are provided 

a rain gauge and instructions to 
get them started. The reports are 
important as they are part of the 
statewide database of historic cli-
mate reports. If you enjoy monitor-
ing the weather, and would like to 
learn more or to become an Earth 
Team Volunteer Rain Gauge Mon-
itor, please contact the Big Stone 
SWCD or Natural Resources Con-
servation Service at 320-839-6149 
ext. 3, or stop by the office located 
at 990 US HWY 12, Ortonville, MN 
56278. The Earth Team is NRCS’ 
volunteer workforce that is making 
a difference in every county in the 
nation.
An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

January 2016 Page 3

“Good for Nothing”
   by: Gary Hoffman – NRCS Tech.
How would you like to be “Good for Nothing”?  There are many 
people in the County that are – and that’s not a bad thing.  Before 
skipping to the next article, let me explain.

The folks at the top of the hill in the USDA building administer nu-
merous Ag and Conservation related programs.  These programs 
usually provide a payment, or cost-share incentive for individuals 
entering into conservation contracts or completing conservation 
practices.  These type of programs have been around for a long 
time, and a lot of good has come out of them.   The enrollee 
does something good and in return gets something for it - being 
“Good for Something”.  And there’s nothing wrong with that.  In 
fact, many times the “Something” was really needed, and without 
it, many great conservation practices may never have happened. 

But what about those people that put in a wildlife tree planting, or 
seed down a hillside that’s just too erodible to continue farming, 
without any assistance: doing something good…....for nothing.  
There are many examples of that – farmers leaving some standing 
corn for the wildlife, seeding a strip of grass down the draw so it 
won’t erode, leaving a corner of the old pasture for wildlife and 
pollinators instead of tilling it up for cropland.  These are good 
deeds that usually do not receive much attention.  They don’t end 
up on an Excel spreadsheet in a USDA computer, nor do they end 
up in a government agencies’ Annual Report.  They are just good 
practices that someone has decided would provide a needed 
benefit, and the people that make them happen are truly being 
“Good for Nothing”.

Inspired by a writing of a former Big Stone SWCD Supervisor

In an endeavor to protect and im-
prove surface water quality, the Big 
Stone Soil and Water Conservation 
District has been actively promot-
ing the establishment of vegeta-
tive buffer strips and wetland res-
torations through the Continuous 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CCRP).  Many landowners have al-
ready participated in this program 
and we are looking forward to hav-
ing cleaner lakes, streams, ditches 
and rivers for future generations to 
enjoy.   

Several programs are available 
that help pay landowners for their 
conservation efforts including the 
CCRP program.  The CCRP pro-
gram offers financial compensa-
tion through annual payments to 
landowners who voluntarily enroll 
their agriculture land into the CRP 
program.  Along with this annual 
payment are reimbursement costs 
for the purchase of seed, tillage or 
spraying for site prep and mainte-
nance after the practice is estab-
lished (mowing).  Another highly 
valued practice available through 
the state of MN that helps relieve 
land use costs is the Re-invest In 
Minnesota (RIM) program.  The 
RIM program offers land payments 
on a per acre basis to permanent-

ly protect the enrolled vegetated 
buffer strips.  The amount is based 
on the county’s average cost of 
land at a given time.  This incen-
tive offers an average payment of 
$4,000 per acre in Big Stone Coun-
ty.  Not only would a landowner 
receive financial assistance for es-
tablishing a CRP buffer strip, they 
would also qualify to apply for ad-
ditional RIM funds to compensate 
them for any lost income on their 
agriculture land.  

The CRP and RIM program, along 
with several other practices, are 
available for the benefit of the 
public.  Grassland buffers along 
water tributaries help reduce ero-
sion, stabilize the surrounding soil, 
filter water and sediment debris 
from entering the nearby water 
source and add essential grassland 
habitat for numerous wildlife spe-
cies.  Not to mention the most im-
portant factor of helping clean our 
water!

To learn more on how you can par-
ticipate in the available conserva-
tion programs stop by the USDA 
conservation office in Ortonville, 
MN and talk with your local Soil 
& Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) staff.

Financial Benefit For Landowners 
With CRP Grasslands



The Big 
S t o n e 
S W C D ’ s 
services are 
available for 
your con-
s e r v a t i o n 

needs.  Our local Pheasants Forev-
er Chapter has financially helped 
the SWCD to purchase some of 
the necessary equipment, includ-
ing: a 10’ Great Plains no-till native 
grass drill to seed CRP, grassland 
areas, pasture ground, wetland ar-
eas and food plots; along with a 
15’ Schulte Rotary Mower to cut 
any desired areas.  Other equip-
ment available at the SWCD’s dis-
posal includes our tree and fabric 
laying machine along with spraying 
equipment.  We offer services for 
seeding, mowing, spraying, tree/
fabric/tree tube installation and 
other grass plantings.  We can also 
purchase the right seed mix for 
whatever your needs may be.  

2015 was a huge workload for the 
SWCD.  Our office seeded 51 sites 
totaling 665 acres.  We sold seed 
to 62 landowners including; 57 for 
CRP, 2 for pasture/grazing sites 
and 3 sites for cover crop prac-
tices.  This was also the first year 
using the Districts new 15’ rotary 
mower in the field.  We used it to 
complete 549 acres of clippings 
on 12 different sites.  The Dis-
trict’s request for spraying also saw 
an increase in action spraying 76 
acres on 9 separate sites.  It was 
also used to spray several miles 
of woody vegetation on township 
roads within their road ditch right-
of-ways.  2016 is already shaping 
up to be yet another busy year for 
the SWCD with 6 sites to seed to-
taling 245 acres.  For prices and 
availability of equipment contact 
Blayne Johnson with the SWCD at 
320-839-6149 x3, or look online at 
www.bigstoneswcd.org.

SWCD Services
The 2015 CWMA had an extremely 
busy season.  Our 2015 inter Alex 
Runde, pictured below, is original-
ly from Florida.  He is currently a 
hydrology major at St. Cloud State 
University.  Several new weed oc-
currence locations were discovered 
due in large part to well informed 
land owners.  The goal of the Big 
Stone/Traverse CWMA group is to 
prevent the spread of invasive spe-
cies by making the public aware of 
their existence and properly taking 
the necessary steps towards pre-
venting there spread.  These val-
ued grassland and wetland areas 
are vital for our livestock, pasture 
areas, wildlife nesting and hunting 
opportunities.

The two main species targeted by 
our CWMA are Wild Parsnip (WP) 
and Queen Anne’s Lace (QAL).  
Both species spread fast, and rap-
idly reproduce to further expand 
their numbers.  Once established, 
both WP and QAL can take over 
pasture or grassland areas by 
out-competing existing vegetation 
leaving little forage and cover that 
wildlife and livestock depend upon.  
Queen Anne’s Lace and Wild Pars-
nip are typically seen after some 
type of land disturbance including: 
tillage, burning, or mowing, but 
can also be established in other 
undisturbed areas.  The seed from 

Cooperative Weed Management Area Progress

Do you have a garden, landscape 
plants or a flower bed?  Could 
you benefit from having free wa-
ter at your disposal?  A rain bar-
rel would provide free, untreated 
water to your fast absorbing plants 
throughout the warm summer 
months.  Rain Barrels come in all 
shapes and sizes.  They are de-
signed to capture the water from 
rooftops and store it in a large 
barrel or container.  The rain bar-
rel includes a screen to filter wa-
ter entering in from a downspout 
along with a spicket and hose to 
water nearby plants.  Rain barrels 
are great for conserving water, im-
proving garden and lawn health, 
reducing storm water erosion and 
can save you money on electricity.  
Typical barrels are 2’ in width and 
3’ in high, but can vary depending 
on need.  They are light weight and 

can easily be moved around to fit 
your watering needs, not to men-
tion in and out of the house during 
the winter season.  For more in-
formation on rain barrels visit the 
SWCD office located in Ortonville, 
MN, or shop around online www.
recycleminnesota.org.

Conserving water 
with a Rain Barrel

Pollinator plantings are be-
coming more popular around 
the Big Stone County area.  
Big Stone Soil and Water Con-
servation District (SWCD) has 
planted over 2 dozen polli-
nator habitat plantings in the 
past few years.  We can make 
the planting benefit your land, 
and bottom dollar through 
programs such as the Conser-
vation Reserve Program (CRP) 
or Environmental Quality In-
centive Program (EQIP). 
CRP is a voluntary agricultur-
al program that helps reim-
burses your implementation 
costs, and pays you foregone 
income each year through the 
Farm Service Agency.  Pollina-
tor plantings typically include 

30 or more species of native 
grasses and wild flowers de-
signed to prevent weeds, sta-
bilize your soil, and provide 
everything needed for a wide 
range of pollinator wildlife.  
Pollinator friendly shrubs/small 
trees can also be incorporated 
in your planting.  Big Stone 
SWCD, the Minnesota Depart-
ment, and Pheasants Forever 
are teaming up to provide an 
opportunity for youth in the 
Big Stone area to learn how to 
establish a pollinator friendly 
planting.   Stay tuned for fur-
ther details.  In the meantime 
stop in today at Big Stone 
SWCD and visit with Blayne or 
Beau about starting a pollina-
tor plan today. 

Plant Pollinators to 
Attract Butterflies

“Conservation means harmony between men and land. When land does well for its owner, and the 
owner does well by his land; when both end up better by reason of their 

partnership, we have conservation.”-  Aldo Leopold
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Youth Education Day at Bonanza State Park



The 2015 CWMA had an extremely 
busy season.  Our 2015 inter Alex 
Runde, pictured below, is original-
ly from Florida.  He is currently a 
hydrology major at St. Cloud State 
University.  Several new weed oc-
currence locations were discovered 
due in large part to well informed 
land owners.  The goal of the Big 
Stone/Traverse CWMA group is to 
prevent the spread of invasive spe-
cies by making the public aware of 
their existence and properly taking 
the necessary steps towards pre-
venting there spread.  These val-
ued grassland and wetland areas 
are vital for our livestock, pasture 
areas, wildlife nesting and hunting 
opportunities.

The two main species targeted by 
our CWMA are Wild Parsnip (WP) 
and Queen Anne’s Lace (QAL).  
Both species spread fast, and rap-
idly reproduce to further expand 
their numbers.  Once established, 
both WP and QAL can take over 
pasture or grassland areas by 
out-competing existing vegetation 
leaving little forage and cover that 
wildlife and livestock depend upon.  
Queen Anne’s Lace and Wild Pars-
nip are typically seen after some 
type of land disturbance including: 
tillage, burning, or mowing, but 
can also be established in other 
undisturbed areas.  The seed from 

these plants can stay viable in the 
soil for many years until conditions 
become favorable for their seed to 
sprout.  QAL is of little to no harm 
to humans or livestock, but WP 
can be.  If the secreted substance 
from a Wild Parsnip plant comes in 
contact with the surface of the skin 
and is exposed to sunlight; severe 
blistering or rashes can appear.  
It is very important to remember 
when dealing with the control of 
Wild Parsnip that each individu-
al take the necessary precautions 
to cover themselves property and 
not become exposed to the liquid 
Wild Parsnip can secrete.

To combat the spread of these two 
devastating species the CWMA 
has obtained another grant from 
the Minnesota Board of Water & 
Soil Resources (BWSR) and plans 
to continue this successful grant 
in the future.  This grant was first 
started in 2010, and has helped 
5 college students gain valuable 
field experience with grassland 
management.  The grant has al-
lowed our District to purchase the 
necessary equipment and supplies 
to target, locate and treat these 
weeds.  The best method to pre-
vent the spread of these plants is 
to pull out the root entirely either 
by hand or shovel.  Chemically, 
2-4D will successfully kill these 

Cooperative Weed Management Area Progress

two plants.  It is also suggested to 
use some type of residual such as 
escort, or perspective to help en-
hance the killing power.  This will 
also help prevent any additional 
plants from emerging in the treat-
ed area.

The Big Stone SWCD offers 50% fi-
nancial reimbursement to all land-
owners willing to participate in our 
program.  Our intern/staff can help 
spray or pull plants on your prop-
erty. Our office has a UTV with a 

30’ boom sprayer along with a four 
gallon back pack sprayer to help 
treat any infested areas along with 
those harder areas to reach. 
 
To learn more about weeds in your 
area visit the weed watchers web-
site at www.weedwatchers.org.  
For more details on the CWMA 
program and how our office can 
assist you call Blayne Johnson at 
320-839-6149x3, or stop by our of-
fice located in Ortonville, MN.
 

Conserving water 
with a Rain Barrel
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Beau Peterson & Blayne Johnson 
with the Big Stone Soil & Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) par-
ticipated in the annual youth edu-
cation day at Bonanza State Park.  
Elementary kids from Ortonville 
and CGB schools all participate 
in the event which includes pre-
sentations from the SWCD office 
and other natural resource related 
departments.  Several conserva-
tion related topics were observed 
including a range of fun activities; 
native grass seed identification & 
collecting, tree exploration, an-
imal identification games and a 
watershed model which the SWCD 
showcased.  The watershed mod-
el helped educate the kids on the 
importance of where our water 
comes from, where it goes, and 
how to help keep it clean.  Also in-
cluded in the model were various 
conservation practices that help 
reduce soil erosion and keep our 
waters clean.  Buffer strips, wet-
lands and trees were all noted as 
being of great benefit to cleaner 
water along with providing valu-
able habitat for our native wild-
life.  The kids also participated in 
a poster contest that day.  Each 
group created their own poster 
with the theme of “conservation”.  
The poster contest and education 
day at the park are always a huge 
success.  The SWCD enjoys seeing 
all students participating eagerly.    

Youth Education Day at Bonanza State Park



Governor Mark Dayton’s new land-
mark buffer initiative was signed 
into law, designating an estimat-
ed 110,000 acres of land for wa-
ter quality buffer strips statewide. 
The law establishes new perennial 
vegetation buffers of up to 50 feet 
along rivers, streams, and ditches 
that will help filter out phospho-
rous, nitrogen, and sediment. The 
new law provides flexibility and fi-
nancial support for landowners to 
install and maintain buffers, and 
boost compliance with buffer laws 
across Minnesota.  

The Buffer Initiative will protect 
Minnesota’s water resources from 
erosion and runoff pollution by 
establishing 110,000 acres of pe-
rennial vegetative cover adjacent 
to Minnesota’s waters. This pro-
posal was crafter with input from 
agriculture groups, environmental 
groups, local government groups, 
legislators from both parties, and 
landowners.

The four lead state agencies are: 
Minnesota Department of Agricul-
ture (MDA), Minnesota Board of 
Water and Soil Resources (BWSR), 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), and the Min-
nesota Pollution Control Agency 
(PCA). Studies by the PCA show 
that buffers are critical to protect-
ing and restoring water quality and 
healthy aquatic life, natural stream 
functions and aquatic habitat due 
to its immediate proximity to the 

water. However, buffers will not 
solve every water quality problem. 
The bill will establish perennial 
vegetation buffers of up to 50 feet 
along lakes, rivers, streams and 
ditches.
 • The buffer width will be 
an average of 50 feet on public wa-
ters with a minimum of 30 feet.
 • The buffer width will be a 
minimum of one rod (16.5 feet) on 
public ditches.
 • Buffer widths on other 
waters will be determined by Soil 
and Water Conservation Districts 
(SWCD).
 o This will include:
 • Waters that eventually 
drain into a public water.
 • Waters that have in-
creased in size due to natural or 
unnatural causes.

Landowners may choose to adopt 
other practices aimed at protect-
ing water if those practices pro-
vide the same level of protection 
as a buffer. Landowners retain use 
of the buffer, as long as perennial 
vegetation is maintained.  This area 
can still be hayed and/or grazed 
and therefore profitable.  Land-
owners maintain hunting rights, 
maintenance rights, access rights, 
etc.  There are exceptions for ar-
eas covered by a road, buildings or 
other structures; areas enrolled in 
the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP); public or private water ac-
cess or recreational use areas; and 
municipalities in compliance with 

New Buffer Law Guidelines
federal and state storm water re-
quirements.

Buffers will be required on public 
waters and public drainage sys-
tems. The DNR will establish and 
maintain a map of each county that 
shows the waters that are subject 
to the buffer requirements. Addi-
tionally, other waters may be sub-
ject to local requirements estab-
lished by SWCD’s.  They will have 
a map available in the meantime 
showing what is already geo-ref-
erenced as public waters if you 
would like to get a head start. This 
may be handy if looking into the 
CRP practice before the Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA) is overwhelmed 
with contracts.

SWCD’s will implement the buffer 
requirement, including planning, 
technical assistance to landown-
ers, promotion of alternative prac-
tices, and tracking and reporting 
progress. Alternative practices in-
clude a combination of practices 
approved by the Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service and the 
Board of Water and Soil Resourc-
es.  In this newsletter is an article 
on the Agricultural Water Quality 
Certification, which can be used as 
an exemption for ten years of this 
buffer requirement.  

If a landowner is out of compliance 
with the requirement, the county 
or watershed district will provide a 
correction letter and work with the 

landowner on a reasonable timeta-
ble for completion. Counties and 
watershed districts, with assistance 
from BWSR, may issue an order 
requiring violations be corrected 
and administratively assess mone-
tary penalties for violations.  The 
state may withhold funds from a 
local government for failure to im-
plement buffer requirements. This 
would include withholds from the 
Farm program if resolutions are 
met by the Minnesota Association 
of Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts (MASWCD).  If the local 
government chooses not to take 
action, BWSR can use its Adminis-
trative Penalty Order authority and 
issue a penalty and fine.

Buffers on public waters will be re-
quired to be in place by November 
1st, 2017, and buffers on public 
drainage systems by November 
1st, 2018.  Landowners can use 
federal Farm Bill resources, such as 
CRP, to get buffers installed, or es-
tablish this on their own for hunting 
or livestock.  Other state program 
conservation dollars, such as Rein-
vest in Minnesota (RIM) easements 
are also available.  Landowners 
may also be eligible to be reim-
bursed by the drainage authority 
in their area.  CRP options will only 
be eligible until the deadline hits, 
after that date these will not be 
an option for the required areas, 
as that land will be listed as out of 
compliance.  

Farmers across Minnesota are now 
taking advantage of a state pro-
gram that celebrates and ensures 
protection of the state’s water re-
sources.  With the help of a five 
year, $9 million award from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
and legislation enacted earlier this 
year, the Minnesota Agriculture 
Water Quality Certification Pro-
gram (MAWQCP) is formally tran-
sitioning from four pilot areas to 
being available to any agricultural 
producer statewide.

MAWQCP was designated by an 
advisory committee of indepen-
dent stakeholders and implement-
ed by the Minnesota Department 
of Ag. in partnership with the Min-

nesota Pollution Control Agency, 
the Minnesota Board of Water and 
Soil Resources, the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Natural Resource Conservation 
Service, and local public, private 
and non-rofit partners.  The pro-
gram is a voluntary opportunity for 
farmers and agricultural landown-
ers to take the lead in implement-
ing conservation practices that 
protect our water.  Farmers and 
landowners who implement and 
maintain approved farm manage-
ment practices are certified and in 
turn obtain regulatory certainty for 
a period of 10 years.

The MAWQCP certifies farmers 

Water Quality Certification Expands 
to farms across Minnesota

and landowners for managing their 
land in a way that protects water 
quality through a whole farm as-
sessment that evaluates:
 • Physical field 
 characteristics
 • Nutrient management 
 factor
 • Tillage management 
 factors
 • Pest management 
 factors
 • Irrigation and tile 
 drainage management
 • Conservation practices.

Producers interested in becoming 
certified also receive priority status 
for technical and financial assis-
tance.

The MAWQCP puts producers to-
gether with local professionals and 
the new online field assessment 
tool to determine where risks to 
water quality exist on their farm, 
and empowers them to fix those 
risks when they’re found, at the 
same avoiding the expense, time 
and trouble of applying half mea-
sures of implementing misplaced 
action.  

To learn more about the MAWQCP, 
the assessment process, or becom-
ing certified should contact the Big 
Stone County SWCD at 320-839-
6149x3, or check out the website 
at www.bigstoneswcd.org.

“We have not inherited the world from our forefathers -- 
we have borrowed it from our children.” - Kashmiri proverb.
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Why care about clean water? If 
we run out of clean water, we run 
out of beer! The average brewer 
would report the brewing process 
uses 4 units of water per 1 unit 
of final product.  So each bottle 
slurped down took 4 bottles of 
water to produce it.  This doesn’t 
even include the use of water off 
the field that grew the other in-
gredients in beer, nor the water 
used in the making of the materi-
als (bottle, cardboard, transporta-
tion, etc.)  Also, beer needs to be 
made with pure clean water, or fil-
tered to make that crisp taste.  The 
taste of the beer is highly affected 
by the nutrients or contaminants 
that are present in the water used. 
The now-common logic leads us to 
believe that if we run out of clean 
water, we run out of beer. 

The MillerCoors Company has 
been in the news the past few 
years about how they are protect-
ing Idaho streams and conserving 
clean water.  They are using best 
management practices while part-
nering with agencies such as the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, among others. How are 
companies ensuring they are get-
ting the best water they possibly 
can? Minnesota passing this buffer 
initiative is one step, the first of 
many to come.  Buffering all public 
waters and installing best manage-
ment practices in the headwaters 
of the rivers would be a great start.  
Our area is unique, being located 
in the headwaters of the Minne-
sota and Red Rivers.  Geography 
tells us how far our water really can 
travel and affect many populations 
downstream.  Sloughs also play a 
role as they affect the groundwa-
ter which we will likely use for rural 
wells in the future.

Many agencies have shown the 
answer is to protect water at its 

source.  By reducing the sediment 
and nutrient pollutants in water 
sources cities can save time and 
money by not having to treat their 
water supply.  Millions of people 
who live in the cities get their wa-
ter from watersheds that are most-
ly agricultural lands.  The sediment 
and nutrient runoff degrades the 
water quality for the people who 
consume the agricultural products.  
Practices such as cover crops to 
hold the soil throughout winter or 
restoring the banks of creeks and 
sloughs to trap sediment and ab-
sorb nutrients could improve the 
water and reduce treatment costs.  
This is the biggest reason Minne-
sota has pushed this Buffer Initia-
tive, to establish a protective area 
around all protectable waters.

These city dwellers are the ones 
that agriculture is providing food 
for, so why would they encourage 
the use of buffers to reduce agri-
cultural acreage?  Not only does 
beer need clean water during the 
processing, but food also uses up 
plenty of clean water.  What good 
are the grains if you can’t use clean 
water to process them into cereal, 
bread, or tortillas? So what can we 
do to ensure the upstream water 
is clean?  Your favorite technicians, 
Beau Peterson and Blayne John-
son of the Big Stone Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation District, can sign 
you up for CRP buffer strips to 
help with the foregone income and 
establish a vegetative buffer along 
your waters.  Come see all the staff 
at the USDA Service Center in Or-
tonville, MN and learn what prac-
tices can be done to improve our 
water quality with more than just 
buffers.  They can start a strategic 
water plan for your farm today, as 
well as show you a map of which 
waters are affected.  Call 320-839-
6149 ext. 3 or stop in to 990 US 
Hwy 12 Ortonville today!

Beer, Buffers, and You

The Upper Minnesota River Wa-
tershed District along with Local 
Partners:  Big Stone Environmen-
tal Offices, Big Stone Soil & Wa-
ter Conservation District, Swift 
County Soil & Water Conservation 
District, Lac qui Parle Yellow Bank 
Watershed District, Lac qui Parle 
Soil & Water Conservation District, 
Citizens for Big Stone Lake, East 
Dakota Water Development Dis-
trict, DNR, BWSR and MPCA has 
begun the (WRAPS) Watershed 
Restoration And Protection Strate-
gies project throughout our water-
shed.   To ensure this project is en-
vironmentally successful it is being 
completed on an 8 digit HUC wa-
tershed scale which includes areas 
that surpass city, county and local 

watershed boundaries.  

The Minnesota River Headwaters 
WRAPS began by convening all 
the local agencies as well as the 
MPCA, DNR, and BWSR.  At the 
first meeting it was decided that 
the UMRWD would take the lead 
on this project with support and in-
put from local partners.  
The local partners met 4 times for 
preplanning meetings to identify 
what information our watershed 
has and what information we still 
need to better serve both the gen-
eral public and the environment.  
During this time a separate Surface 
Water Assessment Grant (SWAG) 
was applied for and granted to 
collect additional water chemistry 

News from the Watershed District
data.  Monitoring has begun by 
Mary Homan from the LqP-YB Wa-
tershed District.  Mary will monitor 
May-September of 2015 & 2016. 
MPCA will be intensively monitor-
ing fish and aquatic macroinverte-
brates along with water chemistry 
during the 2015 and 2016 monitor-
ing seasons and assess the water-
bodies to see if they are meeting 
their beneficial use.  Starting in 
the fall of 2015, local partners be-
gan collecting information to help 
better characterize the watershed.  
At the end of this intensive moni-
toring and assessment the MPCA 
will publish reports on the results 
as well as pull all the information 
together to create tools and strat-
egies for agencies use to better 

serve the population.  At this time 
the local partners will work on im-
plementation of projects through-
out the watershed.  During the 
course of this work a Citizen Net-
working Group will be established 
that we hope to be a liaison from 
Agencies to the general public.  
Staff will also work with youth on 
educational programs having a 
goal to involve and inform starting 
at a young age and we hope to re-
cruit citizens to participate in the 
MPCA’s Citizen Monitoring Pro-
gram, your participation is vital in 
cleaning our water.  
For more information on this proj-
ect or to learn how you can get in-
volved contact us:  (320) 839-3411, 
vanessa.meyer@midconetwork.
com.  www.umrwd.org 
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The Big Stone SWCD has funding 
available to provide cost-share as-
sistance for sealing wells.  We can 
contract with the property owners 
to share in the cost of sealing any 
abandoned or unused well.  In turn, 
the property owner must contract 
with a state licensed well sealing 
contractor to perform all neces-
sary work.  Work must be done 
in accordance with the Minnesota 
Well Code, including the filing of a 
sealed well record with the Minne-
sota Department of Health.  Upon 
completion of all required work 

and documentation, the SWCD 
office will reimburse the property 
owner.

Big Stone SWCD will financially re-
imburse a landowner 50% of the 
total cost per well not to exceed 
a maximum of $400 per well.  The 
funding is limited and is offered on 
a first come-first serve basis.  To 
learn more about the well sealing 
program, or to request an appli-
cation contact the Soil & Water 
Conservation District at 320-839-
6149x3.  

Financial Opportunity 
Available for Sealing Wells



Gullies are one of the more visi-
ble forms of soil erosion noticed in 
fields after a heavy rain. Gully ero-
sion on the farm is not only a major 
source of soil loss and sediment 
pollution, but a field can become 
less convenient to farm when gul-
lies become too large to cross with 
equipment.  Small gullies can be 
farmed shut, but once they are es-
tablished, the soil used to fill them 
is usually washed away with future 
runoff events, and the gullies reap-
pear.

Two conservation practices used 
to correct problem gullies are Wa-
ter and Sediment Control Basins 
(WASCB) and Grassed Waterways.  
WSCBs are the preferred meth-
od by most producers.  They are 
earthen embankments designed 
to hold and route runoff through a 
tile line in 48 hours or less.  Once 
installed, they protect the gully, 
and the field is more easily farmed 
across.  The embankments are 
normally designed to be parallel 
with the farming direction, and are 
quite often designed to be farm-

Correcting Gully Erosion and Saving Your Soil
able.   On steeper slopes howev-
er, they may require grassed front 
and/or back slopes.  Water and 
Sediment Basins will not fit every 
landscape and there is not always 
an adequate outlet for a tile line.  
In most cases, WASCB systems are 
limited to around 100 - 125 acres 
of watershed before it is not feasi-
ble to install them.  In these cases, 
a grassed waterway may be the 
most practical cure for the gully.

Grassed waterways are the most 
cost effective method to control 

gully erosion.  The gully is graded 
and shaped, then seeded to grass 
and mulched.  Waterways can be 
installed in small or large water-
sheds to prevent erosion.  When 
possible, waterways are designed 
to be crossed with farm equip-
ment, and support tile is installed 
to dry out the bottom of the water-
way, preventing ruts from forming 
when being crossed with equip-
ment.

Both WASCBs and Grassed Water-
ways are eligible practices through 
the Environmental Quality Incen-
tive Program (EQIP).  EQIP pro-
vides financial assistance for land-
owners and producers to install 
conservation practices.  Grassed 
Waterways are also eligible for the 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP).   CRP can provide financial 
assistance for the waterway con-
struction, and a rental payment on 
the acreage of the waterway.

If you are experiencing erosion 
problems that you would like to 
address, stop in or call your lo-
cal NRCS field office.  For more 
information, or to set up an ap-
pointment, contact Krecia Leddy 
or Gary Hoffman with the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service at (320) 839-6149 #3.
NRCS is an equal opportunity 
employer and provider

Al & Jackie Webster were recently 
honored as outstanding conserva-
tionists at the annual meeting of 
the Minnesota Association of Soil 
and Water Conservation Districts, 
December 6-8, 2015 in Blooming-
ton, Minn.  Al & Jackie were select-
ed by the Big Stone Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) for 
their annual award.

Each year, the state’s SWCDs 
recognize individuals and orga-
nizations for outstanding accom-
plishments in implementing con-
servation practices and improving 
Minnesota’s natural resources.  
The award program is conduct-
ed with support from The Farmer 
magazine.

According to Blayne Johnson, Dis-
trict Technician, the Websters were 
recognized for a variety of reasons.  
Al & Jackie operate 570 acres of 
cropland and pasture where they 
manage 125 cow/calf pairs of Red 
Angus/Charolaise cattle.  They run 
a haying/grazing rotation along 
with incorporating a corn/soybean 
rotation in-between where they 
strictly use no-till farming.  They 
sustain their ground by incorporat-
ing pollinators in their fields with 

absolutely no pesticides.  They 
maintain their wetland prairies and 
apply their manure fertilizer evenly 
across their alfalfa ground.  Al has 
been great working with Pheasants 
Forever planting just over 1,000 
trees & tree tubes, and volunteer-
ing with local youth firearm safety 
classes held on his land.  Al was 
also instrumental working with the 
NRCS staff to help support, and 
host the 2014 Big Stone County 
Conservation Field Day showcas-

LOCAL CONSERVATIONISTS HONORED AT STATE SOIL 
& WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT CONVENTION

ing soil health through the use of 
cover crop practices, reduced till-
age and cattle grazing.  

“We’re extremely proud of Al & 
Jackie and what they have done for 
conservation in Big Stone County,” 
said Dan Morrill, SWCD supervisor.  
“The Websters provide a wonder-
ful example for what it means to 
be a conservationist through lead-
ing by example.”  They believe 
in doing what’s right for the land, 

when the land does well and pro-
vides for them.”  

For more information on the pro-
gram, contact Blayne Johnson with 
the Big Stone Soil & Water Conser-
vation District (SWCD), or call 320-
839-6149x3.  Additional photos 
and information about the Conser-
vation Farmer award and SWCD 
news is available on their website, 
www.bigstoneswcd.org.  


